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Thomas D. Mkangara is a Visionary Operations and Production Management
Professional in agriculture and a passionate advocate for sustainable
development in Tanzania. As the Production Supervisor at Natural Extracts
Industries Limited (NEI), a leading social enterprise, he spearheads the
company's mission to empower smallholder farmers by adding value to local
crops, particularly vanilla. His expertise is rooted in the practical application of the
Kaizen philosophy, that has revolutionized NEI's operations.

Under his leadership, NEIl has become a powerful model for African agri-business.
Thomas’s initiatives have led to a remarkable 300% increase in production
capacity, a testament to the power of operational excellence. Beyond efficiency,
his work focuses on innovation and collaboration. He champions the
development of high-value products and, creating new markets and minimizing
waste. Through strategic partnerships with communities such as "Beekeeping"
and "sunflower farmers," he is creating a collaborative ecosystem that expands
opportunities to youth and women and spreads valuable knowledge throughout
the community. Thomas is a dedicated driver of social and economic sustainability,
committed to creating jobs for youth and women and building a more prosperous
future for Tanzania.
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