
BIO: 

Natalie Jabangwe is the CEO of the Timbuktoo Foundation, that houses a $1bn start up fund, 
a leading organization focused on driving innovation across Africa. Under her leadership, the 
foundation has become a key player in empowering young innovators and entrepreneurs, 
fostering creativity, and promoting sustainable development through technology and 
education. 

Before joining Timbuktoo, Natalie served as the Group Digital Executive Officer at the Sanlam 
Group, Africa’s largest non-bank financial company in Africa and overseeing 34 countries and 
a budget of $600m. From 2014-2021, she was CEO of EcoCash, Zimbabwe’s largest mobile 
money service, where she was one of the youngest female CEOs in Africa’s mobile financial 
sector. Her career has been marked by her commitment to leveraging technology to create 
impactful solutions, earning her recognition as a Young Global Leader by the World Economic 
Forum in 2018. Natalie is also a 2017 Oxford University Tutu Fellow, reflecting her leadership 
and influence across Africa. 
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