Roberta Malee Bassett is Global Lead for Tertiary Education and Senior
Education Specialist at the World Bank, where she provides coordinated support
to the World Bank’s $7.9b global lending and analytical efforts supporting post-
secondary education reforms. She leads operational teams implementing
projects across a variety of tertiary and higher education projects, addressing
issues such as finance and quality assurance reform, internationalization, equity
and access, research and competitiveness, and skills development. Prior to
joining the World Bank, Dr. Bassett held several university positions in
administration, teaching, and research at institutions in the US and UK. She is
the author/editor of numerous publications on topics related to international
higher education including co-authoring the 2021 World Bank policy advisory
framework on tertiary education: “STEERIing Tertiary Education: Toward Resilient
Systems that Deliver for All.” She holds a Ph.D. from the Center for International
Higher Education at Boston College; M.A. in higher education administration from
Stanford University; and B.A. in political science from Columbia University.



